loS                     Turgot.

up at the Bastille. Discussion of the question
at this time of day would be futile; posterity
has made its choice between the unscrupulous
minister of Louis XV. and the honest minister
of Louis XVI.

II.

ONE of Turgot's first official acts was to
remove the Master of Requests, Brochet de
Saint-Prest, Director of the Wheat Monop-
oly. "I am delighted," wrote Mademoiselle
de Lespinasse, "that M. Turgot has already
dismissed the ringleader in the wheat affair."

It will be remembered that four years pre-
viously (in 1770) Abb6 Terray had annulled
the liberal provisions  of the  declaration  of
1763, and of the edict of 1764, concerning the
grain-trade,  and that he  had  subjected   this
trade anew to the former harsh police regula-
tions.   By this return to ancient usage he had
flattered the prejudices of the people and of
the parliaments, and had satisfied those publi-
cists who thought the nation's food should not
be abandoned to what they termed the unre-
strained cupidity of tradesmen.   He had found,
moreover, a valuable defence of his policy in a
book by a man of considerable intelligence, a
particular friend of the men of letters and theifty-six millions. According to this view,
